CHAPTER VII

SPECIAL DEFECTS IN SEPARATE MENTAL PROCESSES

SOMETIMES one finds in the course of a psychological
examination certain defects of some one or more of the
mental processes which, though having an important
influence on achievement, are not correlated with learn-
ing the school subjects which have already been discussed.
Their existence and relationship to the school and social
career may be unsuspected because, unlike instances of
reading or language defect, no incapacity for some one
kind of learning is found. Rather, there may be some
general disability in mental functioning which affects all
work, making the individual unusual in his reactions.
Such defects in mental processes are often the explana-
tion of failures that seem inexplicable. Hence, it is of
very great value to discover defects of this character and
to determine their practical significance.

Following are presented some types of defective func-
tioning of mental processes which, experience has shown,
have important bearings.

DEFECTS OF MEMORY

Memory is a function that presents varied phases, all
of which might be discussed, for defect may possibly be
found in any one and not exist in others. The term
memory is used in everyday speech with different mean-
ings; and experimental psychology has investigated
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